
     
   

 
       

       
 
 

       
            

  
 
      
                
           
    
 
            
  
 
           
           
        
 

           
   

 
           
      
 
             
           
  
 

       
     

 
          
          
           
  
 
 
 
 
  

Fort Cherry Board of School Directors 
Town Hall Meeting 

Date: October 1, 2018 
Re: Capital Projects, specially Air Ventilation Options 

(1) How many days a year are the buildings/rooms hot? 
(2) I am interested in having a clear understanding and data to back up 

the project. 

The Buildings/Classrooms are usually the warmest during the first 2-3 
weeks of school and the last 2-3 weeks of school. It really all depends on 
the general weather each year and it seems the warm seasons are moving 
more into the school year months. 

The Board has looked into moving the start of school date until after Labor 
Day. 

The Administration did a mini study of the outside temperatures at 9AM, 
12PM, 3PM, 9 PM, and 3AM…during those days, the temperatures in 
various classrooms was calculated at 3 PM. 

(3) How many days are unbearable? Do we want to lose teachers, 
programming, and others things for this project? 

On any given year we have 10-15 days in August/September and 10-15 
days in May/June where the rooms move into the high 80s. 

At this point in time, the District feels that the current cuts made during the 
18-19 school year can manage the increased bond needed for air 
conditioning. 

(4) The Board needs to consider the needs for nurses, guidance 
counselor, and other items on not required list 

The chart in the presentation listing programs not required by school code 
is only informational at this time. The Board wanted the public to be 
knowledgeable of all programming Fort Cherry is offering beyond what is 
required. 



         
  

 
          
          
   
 

          
  

 
            
          
 

        
         
      

 
         
    
 

           
     

 
          
         
        
 

  
 
            
              
         
           
           
            
              
           
    
 

       
 

 
        
            
         
    

(5) There is a need for renovating the locker rooms that are used by our 
athletic teams 

The Board agrees the locker rooms need renovated and there is concerted 
effort to work on getting those back into the capital projects budget if 
revenue allows. 

(6) Many more students are coming to school needing IEPs and extra 
needs such as asthma. 

It is true, in recent years, we are seeing an increase in student with 
additional needs including allergies, asthma, and other health issues. 

(7) Thank you for presenting a comprehensive and well thought out 
plan. There is a need for AC, it’s 2018. The interest rates are not 
going to decrease, better to do it now. 

The Administration has been evaluating the interest rates and variance 
cost of project. 

(8) Is it correct AC will only being going into certain rooms. Suggestion 
to fundraiser, such as a car cruise. 

The ventilation project is only for instructional classrooms that do not 
currently have air conditioning. The project does not include cafeterias, 
gymnasiums, HS Learning Commons, and HS auditorium. 

(9) Why AC now? 

The Board of School Directors has been discussing air conditioning for at 
least the last 7 years and even before that. At this time, the District’s long 
and short range planning has allowed for air conditioning to be 
considered. In addition, the unit ventilators in the rooms are aging and 
will need to be replaced. The replacement of just the unit ventilators would 
be approx. 1 million. In addition, traditional air conditioning would cost 
approx. 6 million. If this project is approved, the 3.2 million project would 
replace all classroom unit ventilators and add a cold water return to create 
air conditioning scenario. 

(10) What is the need for project related to the chimney…functionality 
or other reason? 

The newly incorporated boiler system produces more condensation which 
is released through the existing chimney. As the chimney ages and with 
the increased condensation, there is a potential for increased corrosion due 
to the height of the chimney. 



 
            
       
 

        
     

 
           
          
 

        
             

   
 
           
        
 
  

Therefore, at some point in the next 5-7 years, the chimney will potentially 
need to be shortened to address the increased condensation issue. 

(11) As a first grade parent, I am completely in support of air 
conditioning…my daughter comes home a “sweaty mess.” 

Thanks for the comment…this is a reoccurring statement and one main 
reason why the Board is looking seriously into this capital project. 

(12) I am in support of air conditioning as a grandparent. Pediatricians 
are stating it is a health concern on the level of “child abuse”. The 
District needs to complete this project. 

Thanks for the comment…health of staff and students is another reason 
why the Board is looking into this capital project. 


